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Young People 


ENLISTMENT AND TRAINING FOR 
A WORLD SERVICE 


BY EDMUND F. COOK, D.D. 


THE passing of the World War has 
left a world filled with trouble, suf- 
ering, and strife. The situation has its 
dark side and iis brighter aspects. 
Though the war is over, the peoples 
of the earth are overburdened, broken- 
hearted, bleeding, hungry. In every 
land turbulence and strife delay the re- 
turn of peace and order, and new rev- 
olutions shake the foundations of civ- 
ilization. The greed for gold and the 
lust for power shut Christ out of the 
life of nations. Two-thirds of the pop- 
ulation of the globe are still-in heathen 
darkness. The very tragedy of the sit- 
uation, however, brings hope, ‘for it is 
driving the world to a new interest in 
Jesus of Nazareth. Men and nations 
are turning to him for help. Without 
him no promise of peace and brother- 
hood appears. Jesus stands forth to- 
day, with new light and glory, God’s 
only answer to human need and the one 
solution of every ‘human problem. 
Every providence of the new day opens 
new doors of Christian opportunity, 
and God is calling as never before upon 
the young life of America for devoted 


and heroic service in the great program 
of making Jesus Christ known through- 
out the world. The new call to service 
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comes through outstanding facts in a 
new world-situation which now we see 
clearly. 
DEPLETED [oRCES 
The force of missionaries on the for- 


eign field was greatly depleted by the 
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war. During the first year five hundred 
or more were called from mission fields 
to service in the trenches or behind the 
lines. Two thousand German mission- 
aries were interned, leaving more than 
seven hundred and fifty thousand new 
converts out of heathenism shepherd- 
less. The line of missionary stations 
thrown across Central Africa to check 
the Islamic advance was broken, and 
the young Church in mission lands was 
shocked beyond measure by seeing the 
Christian world at war. The war has 
passed, but as yet this great loss in 
workers has not been restored. The 
advanced line of missionaries must be 
recruited. Vacant posts must be re- 
occupied. The salient driven into 
heathen darkness must be held. The 
forces of God must be rallied for a 
new and greater advance. The chal- 
lenge of the great crisis in missions is 


“to America and to the young manhood 


and womanhood of the Church of our 
land. The young men of Europe are 
dead. Ten million new graves attest 
their sacrifice for human freedom. Fif- 
teen million maimed and broken bodies 
of wounded soldiers speak of the havoc 
wrought with the young life of Europe. 
Where can God turn for men and 
women for the great missionary enter- 
prise if not to America? 
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New Fietps 

New fields are now open for Chris- 
tian conquest that before the war were 
tightly closed. Russia, with her one 
hundred and eighty millions, torn and 
turbulent, gropes helplessly in the gloom 
of poverty and revolution. The Turk- 
isk Empire, the relentless enemy of civ- 
ilization and Christian progress, is fall- 
ing to pieces. The solidarity of the 
Mohammedan world is forever broken. 
All this means new opportunities for 
spreading the knowledge of Christ 
among four hundred and_ seventeen 
millions of Christless people. The call 
is for an army of missiondries to move 
quickly with the gospel of light and life 
upon the ignorance, superstition, and 
darkness which lie like a great pall 
upon the prostrate nations of Europe 
and the Near East. 

New Demanps iN OLp Fretps 

New demands arise in old fields. Ger- 
man missions in Japan, India, Africa, 
and the islands of the sea must be sus- 
tained and carried forward. Two thou- 
sand vacant posts must be occupied. 
Old England, that has practically pi- 
oneered the mission fields of the world, 
cannot now answer this challenge. She 
has paid too dearly in both men and 
money in protecting the democratic 
freedom of the ver, to supply un- 


aided the force and the funds for this 
new task. America must see to it that 
the splendid work of German mission- 
aries does not fall to the ground. We 
need for this purpose a heroic band 
of missionary recruits who are willing 
to build on foundations already laid, 
and to sustain advanced positions al- 
ready won. 


Tue Basis or PEACE 


As a result of the war the nations 
have been brought together for coun- 
sel in the interests of international un- 
derstanding and world-peace. <A vital 
element in this undertaking to estab- 
lish a League of Nations and to guar- 
antee the peace of the world is the in- 
fluence ot Christian missions. There is 
no possible basis of permanent world- 
peace whch does not take account of 
the fact that two-thirds of the inhab- 
itants of the world are still heathen or 
pagan. We are forced to realize that 
the victory of the Allies is but a par- 
tial victory, and the world-peace which 
they demand can be but a temporary 
peace unless we hold the salient already 
driven into heathen darkness and _ res- 
olutely press on to fuller success in the 
foreign mission enterprise. For the 
great forward drive in behalf of world- 
peace and brotherhood we are depend- 
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ent primarily upon the young life of 
the Church. There is little hope of im- 
mediate success, but the morrow holds 
for the world a day of victory for 
brotherhood and righteousness if the 
young life of the Church responds ad- 
equately to God’s challenge in the new 
missionary opportunity of to-day. 


America’s MISSION 


The very fact that America now 
seems in. God’s providence to be the 
great messenger-nation to the world 
demands that the turbulence and strife 
at home shall be conquered by a great 
evangelism and by a new interpreta- 
tion of Jesus to our own countrymen. 
The situation demands that we shall 
Christianize the pagan peoples who 
have come to our shores and that we 
shall thrust Christ and his great prin- 
ciples of righteousness and brotherhood 
under the very foundations of the so- 
cial and industrial order of our times. 
This cannot be done without a great 
consecration of life and of unselfish 
service to the cause of Christ in Amer- 
ica. The needs and the opportunities 
in the homeland and the providential 
purpose of God in the life of this na- 
tion constitute an urgent call to young 
Christians to dedicate life to Christian 
service. 
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SACRIFICIAL SERVICE 


The call is, indeed, for a new spirit 
of self-sacrifice in Christian service. A 
recent Literary Digest tells the follow- 
ing story of willing sacrifice: “A sol- 
dier of France lay on a hospital bed. 
His shattered arm had just been taken 
off. The doctor looked down with pity 
at the white young face. ‘I’m sorry, my 
boy, you had to lose your arm,’ he said. 
The eyes of the lad flashed. ‘No, no, 
doctor, I didn’t lose it,’ he said; ‘I 
gave it—to France’ His head sank 
back on the pillow, and he said: ‘My 
France!’ ” 

On every battlefield of the great war 
men calmly and deliberately laid down 
their lives for the cause of human free- 
dom. Are we not ready to-day to offer 
as much for the salvation of .men and 
nations? 

“There is a call for faithful workers 

In the vineyard of the Lord, 
Where the ruthless hand of Satan 

Has been scattering tares abroad. 
‘Tis a call that must be answered. 

Are you ready to begin 


To spread the glorious gospel 
O’er a world that’s dead in sin?” 


OUTLINE For TALK 
I. The outstanding facts in the .new 


world-situation constitute a call to serv- 


ice. 
a 


1. The physical, mental, and spiritual 
need of peoples the world over driving 


men to a new interest in Jesus of Naz-_ 


areth. 

2. Challenge to American youth in (1) 
the depletion of missionary forces; 
(2) the havoc wrought in the young life 
of Europe. 

3. New fields opened up: (1) Russia’s 
180,000,000 in the gloom of poverty and 
revolution; (2) the Turkish Empire 
falling to pieces and the solidarity of 
the Mohammedan world forever broken. 

4. New demands in old fields: (1) 
German missions in Japan, India, A#- 
rica, and the islands of the sea to be ad- 
equately manned; (2) England’s forces 
depleted through the World War to be 
reénforced. 

II. Basis of Peace: (1) Found only 
in Christian missions; two-thirds of the 
inhabitants of the world still pagan. 
(2) World-peace dependent primarily, 
therefore, on the young life of the 
Church. 

III. America’s mission at home: (1) 
To interpret Jesus Christ anew to her 
own citizenship; (2) to Christianize 
the pagan peoples that have come to her 
shores; (3) to thrust Christ’s princi- 
ples of brotherhood and_ righteousness 
underneath t!e foundations of the so- 
cial and industrial order. 

TV. Corclvsion: Sacrificial service in 
the spirit which animated the soldier 
of France in the great war. 


Woman's Missionary Council. M. E. Church. 
South, 810 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn. 
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